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Cattle on Feed 
 
 Iowa:   There were 1,325,000 cattle on feed for the 
slaughter market in all feedlots in Iowa on May 1, 2009, 
down approximately 1 percent from April 1, 2009, but up 
4 percent from May 1, 2008.  Feedlots with a capacity 
greater than 1,000 head had 540,000 head on feed, up 2 
percent from both last month and last year.  Feedlots with 
a capacity less than 1,000 head had 785,000 head on 
feed, down 2 percent from last month but up 5 percent 
from last year. 
 
Placements during April totaled 131,000 head, down 1 
percent from last month and down 9 percent from  last 
year.  Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head 
placed 79,000 head, up 3 percent from last month and up 
34 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a capacity less 
than 1,000 head placed 52,000 head.  This is down 5 
percent from last month and down 39 percent from last 
year. 
 
Marketings for April were 133,000 head, down 4 percent 
from last month and down 20 percent from last year.  
Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head 
marketed 68,000 head, up 3 percent from last month but 
down 12 percent from last year.   Feedlots with a 
capacity less than 1,000 head marketed 65,000 head, 
down 10 percent from last month and down 28 percent 
from last year.  Other disappearance totaled 3,000 head.  
 
United States: Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter 
market in the United States for feedlots with capacity of 
1,000 or more head totaled 10.8 million head on May 1, 
2009.  The inventory was 3 percent below May 1, 2008.   
 
Placements in feedlots during April totaled 1.60 million, 
4 percent above 2008.  Net placements were 1.53 
million head.  During April, placements of cattle and 
calves weighing less than 600 pounds were 355,000, 
600-699 pounds were 315,000, 700-799 pounds were 
405,000, and 800 pounds and greater were 525,000. 
 
Marketings of fed cattle during April totaled 1.87 
million, 7 percent below 2008.   
 
Other disappearance totaled 69,000 during April, 8 
percent below 2008.  This is the second lowest other 
disappearance for the month of April since the series 





All Cattle on Feed, Iowa 
Item Lots 1,000+ Head 
Lots Less than 
1,000 Head 
All Lots 
 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 
Cattle on Feed, April 1, 2009 
April Placements 
April Marketings 
April Other Disappearance 






























Cattle on Feed:  Number on Feed, Placements and Marketings by Month, 
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 Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are 
expected to produce a carcass that will grade select or better.    
2
  Includes death loss, movement from feedlots to 
pasture, and shipments to other feedlots for further feeding. 
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 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Topsoil moisture 
    Very short 
    Short 
    Adequate 
    Surplus 
 
Subsoil moisture 
    Very short 
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By Shane Ellis, Livestock Economist, and Chad Hart, Grain 
Marketing Specialist,  
Iowa Cooperative Extension Service – Ames 
  
While hog prices improved during the month of May, the usual 
summer season run up in prices has not been as robust as once 
hoped.  Consumer spending at the meat counter continues to be 
conservative compared with a year ago.  Beef supplies in cold 
storage are declining month over month are tracking almost 
exactly with those of a year ago, while pork stocks in cold 
storage have been growing during the spring months.  Cattle on 
feed numbers were lower from a year ago and placement 
weights were lower, which will lead to lower fed cattle supplies 
through the end of the year.  The futures markets continue to 
show optimism that the fourth quarter beef market will be much 
better than a year ago.  However, such optimism has yet to be 
seen in the swine market.  The key to improving livestock prices 
will continue to be consumer spending and confidence in the 
economy.   
 
The planting delays, exports, and biofuel shifts have provided 
support for corn and soybean prices throughout the month of 
May.  Based on the futures prices at the end of May, 2008 
season-average price estimates were $4.21 for corn and $10.04 
for soybeans.  This corn price is right in line with USDA’s 
estimate, and the soybean price is 15 cents above USDA.  For 
2009, the season-average price estimates are $4.35 for corn and 
$10.00 for soybeans.  These estimates are well above the USDA 
estimates released in mid-May, $4.10 for corn and $9.45 for 
soybeans.  Further delays in planting and emergence will support 
new crop prices, while tight stocks, especially for soybeans, will 
continue to support old crop prices.  The latest USDA supply 
and demand report put 2008 soybean ending stocks at 
130 million bushels, implying a 4.3% stocks-to-use ratio.  If 
realized, that would be the smallest stocks-to-use ratio on record 
for soybeans.  Thus, market prices have headed up to ration the 
limited remaining supply of soybeans. 
 
Biofuel demand has also started to rebound with higher fuel 
prices.  Most of the run-up in gasoline prices has occurred in 
May and the buildup to the summer driving season.  Gasoline 
prices exceeded ethanol prices for most of 2007 and 2008, but 
with the crash in oil and gas prices though the later half of 2008, 
ethanol became the higher priced fuel.  As ethanol was more 
expensive than gasoline, discretionary ethanol blending slowed, 
limiting demand.  But within the last couple of weeks, gasoline 
prices have increased enough to overtake ethanol prices and the 
economics of blending again favor ethanol.  Crude oil prices are 
trending higher, so gasoline prices will likely provide more 
breathing room for ethanol prices, and possibly margins, to 
increase.  While the ethanol industry continues to face tough 
financial times, some of the plants that were shuttered by 
bankruptcies have returned to operation. 
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 Corn, oats, soybeans, all hogs, all cattle, all sheep, and milk are whole-
month prices. All hay and eggs are mid-month prices.  
2
  All prices are 
mid-month.    
3
  Prices published January, April, July, and October. 
 
Prices Received Index Summary Table 
Prices 
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 Preliminary  
2
  1990-92=100 reference replaced 1997=100 in January 
1995.  
3
  Iowa figures for 1910-14=100 base not available. 
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 Prices paid by farmers for commodities and services, interest, taxes, and 
farm wage rates.  
2
 Received/Paid  
3
Ratio of index of prices received to 
index of prices paid for commodities and services, interest, taxes, and 
farm wage rates. 
  
  
 Iowa Milk Production  
Milk production in Iowa in April 2009 totaled 368 million pounds, up 1.9 percent from April 2008. The average number of milk cows, 
215,000 head, was down from 216,000 head in April 2008. Production per cow averaged 1,710 pounds, up from 1,670 pounds in April 
2008. 
Milk Cows and Production: By Selected States, April 2008-2009 
State 
Milk Cows 1 Milk Per Cow 2 Milk Production 2 
2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 
Change 
from 2008 

























































































 1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.  2  Excludes milk sucked by calves.  3  As of February 2009, the 23 States are Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin. 
 
Egg Production 
Egg production in Iowa for April 2009 was 1.19 billion eggs, up slightly from April 2008. The total number of layers on hand during 
April 2009 was 53.7 million, up just 20,000 layers from April 2008.  Eggs per 100 layers for the month of April was 2,207, up from 
2,196 eggs the previous year. 




Table Egg Layers 
in Flocks 
30,000 & Above 
All layers 
on hand 2 
Eggs per 
100 layers 
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 1 2009 preliminary, 2008 revised  2 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size  3 Data by type of flock not shown for some states to 
avoid disclosing individual operations  4 The 29 states are AL, AR, CA, CO, CT, FL, GA, HI, IN, IL, IA, ME, MD, MN, MI, MS, MO, NE, NY, NC, OH, OR, PA, SC, SD, TX, VA, WA, 
and WI. 
 
